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acte*stics, which, while it makes administrators
of the finest quality, does not produce enter-
tainers. I can imagine that the Duke of Devon-
shire himself was probably not a scintillating
hos^, and no doubt England thanks God that he
was not, and with reason.

In the American town that I have in mind as a
contrast, there was no attempt, even by people of
similar means and position, to live up to any such
social standard as that of dinner-giving on any
scale whatever.

Strange as it seems, having in mind the small-
ness geographically of England and the ease with
which one may go from place to place, the Eng-
lish town is more an entity and less dependent
upon neighboring large towns and cities than is
the case in America. The people in Northbridge
keep within their own borders more, and depend
aore upon themselves for such amusements, rec-
eations and social enjoyments as they have, than
'would hold true of an American town. Here, as
elsewhere, they cultivate the faculty of being
sufficient unto themselves, and display that re-
soui^Seftilness in small matters which distin-
guishes them in large affairs.

Mere again, too, their climate influences their
way of Hying, I doubt if there was one man in a
hundred in Northbridge under seventy-five and